
You are ready to register your mark, brand or tattoo. So how much is the registration 
fee? 

The registration fee will be $26.00 for any mark, brand or tattoo in any location on 
the same animal. The location is the area (s) of the animal on which the brand is to be 
placed. 

For example, your brand is ~ , a rocking G and you want it branded on the 
left hip of cattle. You will pay $26.00 for the registration of the brand. If you want to 
also place the same brand on the right hip of the cattle, the fee would be an additional 
$26.00. So, if you branded your cattle with one brand and placed it on both hips your 
total fee would be $52.00. 

If you also want to brand horses, you will pay $26.00 for the first location, and $26.00 
for each additional location on the horse, even if it is the same brand. 

Registering any other mark, brand or tattoo is calculated the same, regardless of the 
animal species you are going to mark or brand. 
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How To Read A Brand 

Brands are read from left to right, from the top down or from the outside to the inside. 

If a letter or symbol is made backwards fro m its normal posi t ion, it's read as a reverse. 

1 
A letter partia lly over on its face or back is said to be tumbling . 

;<\ 
If a letter lies horizontally on its fa ce or back, it is called lazy. 

Letters with a curving flare at the top and rounded angles are called runn ing 

a 
Add ing a dash to the left and right of a letter, at the top, is ca lled a fl y ing letter. 

Lt"" 
Add legs and it is called a walk ing letter. 

A 
A letter placed so the bottom touches the quarter circ le is said to be rocking. In this instance, the 
brand would probab ly be called th e anchor. 

Curves not attached to letters are known as quarter circles or ha lf circles, depending on th e arc. 

Letters or symbols formed together are called connected, except when one is be low the other. In 
th at case, the lower symbol is sa id t o be swinging or hanging. 
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In reg istered brands, owners sometimes omit the words "connected" or "swinging, " thus, it might be ""?'' o;omood J, c<0thec th" Diomood Swiogiog J. 

Besides the trational letter and figure brands, there are marks known as character or picture brands. 

Some commonly used picture brands are : 

I 
Turtle 0 

I 

I 

Pitchfork Lf-1 
I 

Rocking chair \CIJ I 

Key L7 0 

I 

Spade o--t> 
I 

I 

Ladder ? I 

Use this site to learn about the li vestock brand registration process, how to contact your county 
clerk and to find the form you' ll need to reg ister your brand . 

For more information, please ca ll the law enforcement department of Texas and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association, 1-800-242-7820. 

TSCRA traces its beginning to 1877, when a group of ra nchers formed an association to combat 
livestock theft. As the largest and oldest livestock association in Texas, TSCRA represents more than 
15,000 beef cattle producers, ranching fami lies and businesses who manage approximately 4 million 
head of cattle on 51.5 mi ll ion acres of range and pasture land, primarily in Texas and Oklahoma . 
TSCRA prov ides law enforcement and li ves tock inspection services, legislative and regulatory 
advocacy, industry news and information, insurance services and ed ucationa l opportunities for its 
members and the industry. 

Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association Law Enforcement· 1301 West Seventh Street, Suite 201 ·Fort Worth , Texas 76102 • 1-800-242-7820 
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R egis ter Your Brand 

Your brand is you r proof of ownership and the best way to identi fy your livestock. 

A brand record contains a description of the design or elements of your brand, w here on the 
livestock you place your brand, and any ear marks you use to identify your livest ock. 

To register your brand in the county or counties in which you run cattle, please download and print 
out the "Mark and Brand Registration" form. 

Fill the form out completely an d t ake it to the county cle rk in the county or counties in w hich you 
operate. 

Some counties may offer methods to submit the form for brand registration and re-registration . 
Please contact your county . 

Brand locations: 

• Left or right: shoulder, side, rib, flank, hip, loin, or thigh 
• Jaw, face, tail, back, leg , or nose 
• Sometimes, multiple locations may be used for one record 
• Ear marks must be designated right or left and registered with the brand 

~Overbit c:x::2runder slope 

~Overslope C:Gunder7 

~Over7 c::x::p Under half crop 

.ro Over half crop c:;x.:) Under bit 

~Crop ~Split 

OOsob c:x::;) Whistler 

~Swallow fork 00 Crop under crop 

Brand records are used: 

• In cri minal investigations by Texas and Southwestern Cattle Ra isers Association (TSCRA) special rangers 
and by local, state and federa l law enforcement; 

• By Texas Animal Health Commission and USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) for animal disease traceback; 

• By agricu ltural lending insti tutions to secure livestock loans ; 
• By county sheriff offices to determine ownership of estray livestock; 
• By judges and attorneys who reference brands in many types of civil litigations involving livestock; and 
• By county clerks who may be subpoenaed to testify in court about the accuracy of their brand 

registration procedure. 
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PH : 940-849-8815 

FAX : 940-849-8816 

Throckmorton County/District Clerk 

Dianna Moore 

Helpful resources: 

TEXAS AGRICULTURE CODE REGARDING MARKS & BRANDS 

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

TEXAS FARM BUREAU 

TEXAS SOUTHWESTERN CATILE RAISERS 

1301 W. Jlh STREET 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102 

PH : 817-332-7064 

E-FAX: 817-877-4402 

TEXAS CATILE FEEDER'S ASSOCIATION 

5501 1-40 WEST 

AMARILLO, TEXAS 79106 

806-358-3681 

INTERNATIONAL TEXAS LONGHORN ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 2610 

GLENROSE, TEXAS 76043 

254-898-0157 

TEXAS ANGUS ASSOCIATION 

131 E. EXCHANGE, SUITE 116 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76164 

www.throckmortoncounty .org 

121 North Minter Ave 

P.O. Box 309 

THROCKMORTON, TX 76483 


